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Emigration to Palestine and then to Italy to further her education

Zelda Youdassin was born in 1913 at Ekaterinoslav (today Dnipro), in the
Ukraine; her parents, Meyer and Reisa Kuna, subsequently decided to
emigrate to Palestine'. Ekaterinoslav was the seat of a large Jewish
community, which was decimated during the extermination? After receiving
her diploma, Zelda emigrated to Italy and enrolled in the Pharmacy
Department in Rome in the 1933-34 academic year. She transferred to
Florence in her fourth year in 1936-37, graduating from the Pharmacy
Department on 9 November 1939, with a thesis entitled «Sintesi di un
derivato dell'antipirina», receiving a grade of 92/110. Her supervisor was
Mario Passerini, professor of Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Director of the
School of Pharmacy?®. Youdassin, who was no longer enrolled, was able to
take advantage of the extra session in November 1939 as part of the
previous academic year. This was the last opportunity to avoid expulsion.

In 1940 Zelda returned to Tel Aviv, where the Palestinian authorities

recognized her license to practice her profession®.
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